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CRESTA COMPOSITES CELEBRATES
Cresta Composites Limited in Christchurch recently celebrated 30 years in the composites industry with an evening function held at their promises which were suitably prepared for the occasion. Cresta, previously Graeme McCaw Limited, tidied up their boat prep and showroom area and invited around 100 guests to a drinks and fingerfood get together.

As well as Graeme, his wife Fay, and their engineer daughter Jackie (who is now part of the staff), invited guests included the whole gamut of people with whom a company as diverse as Cresta is associated - bankers, solicitors, accountants, customers, suppliers, staff and supporters.

ONE DAY CANZ CONFERENCE
Details on time and place are confirmed for what promises to be possibly the best one day event yet.

Place:
Centre for Advanced Composites, Auckland

When:
Friday 9 September 2005.

The date was organised to fit into the students’ holiday break at the CAC and a tour of this new facility is definitely on the agenda for the day. Speakers and topics are currently being finalised and will be advised later, but book airfares etc, to get the best rates. View the conference details and download the registration forms from the CANZ website www.composites.org.nz

NUPLEX PLANT VISIT
We have all used resin by the bucketful - tonnes most likely - but who has seen the stuff being made and the process used?

Nuplex’s Dennis Prescott, has arranged with his people for an escorted tour of the Penrose Plant for all interested CANZ members and employees on the 1st November at 4.30pm at Nuplex in Penrose so that out of town visitors can have yet another excuse to go to Auckland. Having had the previous advantage of being shown through the plant I can highly recommend this tour to everyone involved with polyesters - from laminators to managing directors! It is fascinating to see the manufacturing side and even if you know the theory, to see it being put into practice is something else again. 

Please fax or email Michael Grace to register. Numbers may have to be limited for this, so don’t mess around. 

FILAMENTS/CANZ EMAIL OPTION
Filaments news and information would surely be advantageous to others in your company involved with composites construction. CANZ has now set up a database to enable Filaments to be emailed to any of your organisation’s people who have a private email address. This will enable them to be in touch with the New Zealand Composites industry if the printed version doesn’t reach them for any reason and it won’t cost you one cent extra.

Please forward your people’s email addresses to:


Michael Grace


Ph. (09) 267-1106


Fax: (09) 267-9075


Email geenz@iprolink.co.New Zealand

As soon as they are received they will be added to the list and linked to the system. 

COMPOSITES PATENT WATCH
From time to time A J Park - Intellectual Property Lawyers and Consutlants are going to supply Filaments with extracts from recent patents filed and accepted in New Zealand that may be of interest to the composites industry. 

If you would like more details about these, or any other patent (or for that matter have any need for intellectual property advice), contact A J Parks’ Dan Wadsworth on (09) 356-7678 (Direct Dial) or email: dan.wadsworth@ajpark.com.

DENNIS PRESCOTT HEALTH UPDATE
After his April heart bypass surgery, Nuplex’s Dennis Prescott is back on form, and in his words, “better than I have been for a long time”.

Dennis, being Dennis, wanted to get back to work sooner than he should have, and Nuplex had to insist on his taking more time off to recover from what was a pretty serious surgery.

He’s still not exactly throwing 20 litre pails of white gelcoat around (but he feels he could) and it’s great to have him back on the scene again.

R P ASIA 2005
This Composites Conference and exhibition takes place in Bangkok, Thailand, on 25 and 26 August 2005.

Speakers from around the world will give presentations on new technologies in manufacturing, applications and growth potentials for Composite products.

And if you get in fast you can save US$180 on registration - this makes the cost of registration to any CANZ Conference pale into insignificance at US$560 or US$740 full price!!

Check it out online anyway at www.rpasia.com

TRADE NEWS
Synthepol Resin’s Wes Liddy has forwarded three items:

1.
Pricing Outlook

2.
Profile Tooling Back

3.
Synthepol Marine Putty

Raw Material Prices: Synthepol Resins advises that Styrene Monomer prices in Asia have levelled off and is now trading at around US$1,000 per MT. It is fortunate that the NZD is holding at such a high level against the USD, as any weakening of the NZD against the USD will increase the raw materials for polyester. Unfortunately, the demand in Asia for Styrene monomer and other raw materials used to manufacture polyester resins is very high which is keeping prices up, and with the price of oil at such a high level, it is hard to see any reductions in the near future.

Reichhold Profile Tooling System Available Again

Synthepol Resins advise that the well known and highly respected profile tooling system by Reichhold is now available again. The Profile Tooling System offers a very fast method of building polyester moulds with low shrink, reduced print through, reduced labour costs, and gets you into production faster. This Profile Tooling System allows the laminator to build a mould in one to two days, against a conventional system which can take several weeks, and the resulting finish on the mould will be to a high quality finish. The other advantage is that you can start production from the Profile mould the following day, thus making profit on the articles weeks or even months earlier. The price of the Profile System is more expensive than a conventional system, however, it saves huge amounts of time, get the moulds in production sooner, and makes profits faster.

Synthepol Mekp cured “P 925 Marine Putty”

This unique light weight, tough, low shrink, polyester filler, cured with 2% mekp, was developed for bedding in GRP componentry. It is also the perfect product for coving into very tight radiuses behind the gelcoat, just prior to the laminate being applied, reducing the likelihood of air pockets. Many automotive putties or home made bogs, often show shrink marks or pre-release on the gelcoat after demould, but the synthepol marine putty with its lower shrink, gives the perfect finish. 

Synthepol marine putty has a 20 minute geltime at 25(C, to give plenty of time to bond in components or laminate over applications in tight corners. Easy to use, tough, mekp cured, has a generous geltime, low shrink, and probably lower cost than making your own bog.

Arora Glass Fibre Limited has some interesting cleaners and restorative products now available under the “Island Girl” brand - and if the products are as user friendly as the Island Girl is in the brochure then they’re sure to be winners!

The Island Girl System is guaranteed to:

(
Stop aging of new or restored surfaces

(
Rejuvenate older gelcoat, vinyl and hypalon

(
Be simple, safe and fast to use

(
Produce superior and long lasting results

(
Have unrivalled cost effectiveness

(
Be backed by Aurora’s personalised service.

They’re some pretty strong and positive claims, and to check them out further, contact Aurora - even if only to get the Island Girl brochure!

North Island:
Mike Boston



Ph. (09) 579-5966



Fax: (09) 579-8204



Email: mboston@auroraglass.co.nz

South Island:
Craig O’Sullivan



Ph. (03) 331-8273



Fax: (03) 331-8274



Email: craig@auroraglass.co.nz

P J Hobbs Industries have what is claimed to be the “ULTIMATE industrial super strength hand cleaner that is specially designed to instantly remove most resin-based products as well as heavy ingrained grease and grime”. This marvellous product is Protectolene Resinoff and its lanolene content protects and cleans. It contains no harsh petroleum products and rinses clean with water, and it is perfect for the Composites industry.

Resinoff comes in 500 ml, 3.5 litre, 15 litre and 200 litre sizes but the 3.5 litre with a dispensing head and wall bracket would seem the ideal choice over a wash-up sink. Practical and cost effective.

Contact P J Hobbs Industries:

North Island:
Ph. (09) 295-2200



Fax: (09) 298-4276



Ph. (027) 432-8342 (Mobile)



Email: pjhobbs.co.nz

South Island:
Ph. (03) 348-4927



Fax: (03) 348-1633



(027) 499-3831



Email: pjhobbs.chch@xtra.co.nz

CLOSING SHOTS
1.
A man spoke frantically into the phone:


“My wife is pregnant and her contractions are only two minutes apart”


“Is this her first child?” asked the doctor.


“No, you idiot! This is her husband”, the man shouted.

2.
Definition of an auditor: Someone who comes into the battlefield after the battle is over and bayonets all the wounded.

3.
Today’s Stock Market Report:


Helium up, feathers down.


Paper was stationary.


Flourescents were dimmed in light trading.


Knives were up sharply.


Cows steered into a bull market.







